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Bahrain pardons hundreds iIn
largest amnesty in years
The pardons cover “those convicted for riot

and criminal cases”

Bahrain>s king has pardoned 1,584 people facing criminal and

«iot) charges, state media said Monday, in the largest such mass
release in the Gulf nation in years.

The pardons cover «those convicted for riot and criminal cases),
and were announced as Bahrain>s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
marks 25 years since his ascension to the throne, BNA added.

Sayed Alwadaei, advocacy director for the Britain-based
Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) said political
prisoners were likely included in the pardon s the term «<riot>
refers to those who demanded political change).

A 2024 Jypi

BIRD said the latest royal decree marks the chighest number
of pardoned prisoners since the pro-democracy uprising in 2011,)
when anti-government protests triggered a state crackdown.

The decree also comes ahead of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr
which marks the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, an occasion
that often elicits prison pardons from Gulf leaders.

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, Bahrain>s interior
ministry announced in 2020 the release of 1,486 prisoners including

901 who had received royal pardons on “humanitarian grounds”.
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Bahrain's King pardons more than
1,500 prisoners for Eid Al Fitr

The decree also marks thesilver jubilee of King Hamad's accession

to the throne

The announcement also coincides with the silver jubilee of the

monarch’s accession to the throne. The prisoners to receive pardons
had all been found guilty in riot and criminal cases.

“Marking the silver jubilee of His Majesty’s accession to the
throne and on the occasion of Eid Al Fitr, His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces,
issued a royal decree pardoning inmates who have been convicted
for riot and criminal cases,” the National Communication Centre
said in a statement on Monday.

The decree “aims to strike a balance between retribution and the

Jluiyl Ggda dniljal gupadll dieon - gdigda edan w14

humanitarian and social circumstances of the convicted inmates”.

“It offers the opportunity for positive reintegration into society,
promoting the values of human rights in line with the kingdom’s
approach in this regard,” the statement added.

Leaders in Gulf countries, including the UAE, traditionally issue
pardons as a sign of compassion on major holidays and events, such
as Ramadan and Eid Al Fitr.

King Hamad has ruled Bahrain since February 14, 2002. The
Rulers of the Emirates last month sent congratulatory messages to
mark the silver jubilee of his accession.
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Bahrain Releases 1,584 Prisoners, Including
Life Sentences, in Major Pardon
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The Kingdom of Bahrain announced
on Monday the release of 1,584 prisoners,
some of whom were serving life sentences
and others who had been convicted in
relation to the protests of 2011. This mass
pardon includes individuals implicated in
acts of violence or public disorder during
political unrest.

The government’s decision to release
these prisoners also capitalizes on the
“alternative sentences” law, enacted in
2017, which allows inmates who have
completed at least half of their sentence to
fulfill the remainder through community
service, rehabilitation courses, or electronic
monitoring, among other methods.

A statement from Bahrain’s government

A 2024 Jypi
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communications office noted the waiver
of all bail or related fees for the released
individuals, indicating a comprehensive
this act of
According to a government spokesperson,

approach to clemency.
approximately 65 % of those pardoned had
been convicted on charges associated with
riots, underscoring the political context of
many incarcerations.

This mass pardon comes as Bahrain
continues to navigate the aftermath of the
2011 anti-government uprising, primarily
led by the Shi’ite opposition against the
Sunni royal family’s rule. The unrest was
part of the wider Arab Spring protests,
marking Bahrain as the only Gulf monarchy
to experience significant turmoil during that

13
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period. Since then, the Bahraini government
has been criticized for its harsh crackdown
on dissent, leading to the imprisonment of
thousands of protesters, journalists, and
activists, often in mass trials.

Despite facing international scrutiny
from entities like the United Nations for
its trial and detention practices, Bahrain
insists that its judicial proceedings adhere
The

introduction of the Alternative Sentencing

to international law standards.
Program in 2017 represents an effort to
reform the penal system, having already
benefitted nearly 6,500 prisoners, as per the

government’s statement.
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Bahrain releases 1,584 prisoners

after pardon

Bahrain on Monday released 1,584
prisoners, including some serving life
sentences and others convicted on charges
related to protests that occurred in 2011.

The prisoners were pardoned. Bahrain
has also released prisoners conditionally
under a 2017
law, under which prisoners who had

“alternative sentences”

served at least half their sentence in jail
were allowed to complete it outside via

measures including community service,

rehabilitation courses and electronic
surveillance.

“Many of those released were originally
convicted of violent crimes or public
All Bail or related

fees have been waived,” the government

disorder offences.

communications office said in a statement.
About 65%
convicted on charges related to riots, a

of those released were

oLusidl Goda ddlpl Gl dge0a - odigda whan wlo 12

government spokesperson told Reuters.
Bahrain has kept a lid on dissent since
the mostly Shi’ite opposition staged a
failed anti-government uprising in 2011.
“Since its introduction in 2017, the
Alternative  Sentencing  Programme
has benefited nearly 6,500 prisoners in
Bahrain,» the government communications

office statement said.
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Bahrain pardons hundreds In
largest amnesty in years

Bahrain’s king has pardoned 1,584 people facing criminal and

“riot” charges, state media said Monday, in the largest such mass
release in the Gulf nation in years.

The announcement of the royal decree carried by the official
Bahrain News Agency (BNA) did not specify whether political
prisoners are among those to be released, though a rights group said
it was likely.

BNA said that “this royal decree reflects his majesty’s keenness
to maintain the cohesion and stability of the Bahraini society, while
protecting its social fabric”.

The pardons cover “those convicted for riot and criminal cases”,
and were announced as Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
marks 25 years since his ascension to the throne, BNA added.

Sayed Alwadaei, advocacy director for the Britain-based
Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) said political

A 2024 Jypi

prisoners were likely included in the pardon “as the term ‘riot’
refers to those who demanded political change”.

BIRD said the latest royal decree marks the “highest number
of pardoned prisoners since the pro-democracy uprising in 2011,”
when anti-government protests triggered a state crackdown.

The decree also comes ahead of the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr
which marks the end of the fasting month of Ramadan, an occasion
that often elicits prison pardons from Gulf leaders.

Bahrain has imprisoned scores of dissidents since the 2011
protest wave, when authorities backed by a Saudi military force
crushed Shiite-led demonstrations demanding a constitutional
monarchy and an elected prime minister.

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, Bahrain’s interior
ministry announced in 2020 the release of 1,486 prisoners including
901 who had received royal pardons on “humanitarian grounds”.

11
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Bahrain>s king pardons hundreds
In largest amnesty in years
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The pardons are announced as Bahrain’s
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa marks 25
years since his ascension to the throne and
also coincides with Eid al Fitr festivities.

Bahrain’s king has pardoned 1,584
people facing criminal and “riot” charges,
state media has said, in the largest such
mass release in the Gulf nation in years.

The announcement of the royal decree
on Monday carried by the official Bahrain
News Agency (BNA) did not specify whether
political prisoners are among those to be
released, though a rights group said it was
likely.

BNA said that “this royal decree reflects
his majesty’s keenness to maintain the
cohesion and stability of the Bahraini
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society while protecting its social fabric”.

The pardons cover “those convicted
for riot and criminal cases”, and were
announced as Bahrain’s King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa marks 25 years since his
ascension to the throne, BNA added.

Sayed Alwadaei, advocacy director
for the Britain-based Bahrain Institute
for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) said
political prisoners were likely included in
the pardon “as the term ‘riot’ refers to those
who demanded political change.”

<Highest number of
prisoners»

BIRD said the latest royal decree marks
the “highest number of pardoned prisoners

since the pro-democracy uprising in 2011,”
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when anti-government protests triggered a
state crackdown.

The decree also comes ahead of Eid
al Fitr which marks the end of the fasting
month of Ramadan, an occasion that often
elicits prison pardons from Gulf leaders.

Bahrain has imprisoned scores of
dissidents since the 2011 protest wave
when authorities crushed demonstrations
demanding a constitutional monarchy and
an elected prime minister.

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic,
Bahrain’s interior ministry announced
in 2020 the release of 1,486 prisoners
including 901 who had received royal

pardons on “humanitarian grounds”.
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Bahrain releases 1,584 prisoners
after pardon
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Bahrain on Monday released 1,584 prisoners, including some

serving life sentences and others convicted on charges related to
protests that occurred in 2011.

The prisoners were pardoned. Bahrain has also released
prisoners conditionally under a 2017 <«alternative sentences”
law, under which prisoners who had served at least half their
sentence in jail were allowed to complete it outside via measures
including community service, rehabilitation courses and electronic
surveillance.

“Many of those released were originally convicted of violent

22024 Jupi

crimes or public disorder offences. All Bail or related fees have been
waived,” the government communications office said in a statement.

About 65 % of those released were convicted on charges related
to riots, a government spokesperson told Reuters.

Bahrain has kept a lid on dissent since the mostly Shi’ite
opposition staged a failed anti-government uprising in 2011.

“Since its introduction in 2017, the Alternative Sentencing
Programme has benefited nearly 6,500 prisoners in Bahrain,) the

government communications office statement said.
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Bahrain on Monday released 1,584 prisoners, including some

serving life sentences and others convicted on charges related to
protests that occurred in 2011.

The prisoners were pardoned. Bahrain has also released
prisoners conditionally under a 2017 «alternative sentences”
law, under which prisoners who had served at least half their
sentence in jail were allowed to complete it outside via measures
including community service, rehabilitation courses and electronic
surveillance.

“Many of those released were originally convicted of violent
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crimes or public disorder offences. All Bail or related fees have been
waived,” the government communications office said in a statement.

About 65 % of those released were convicted on charges related
to riots, a government spokesperson told Reuters.

Bahrain has kept a lid on dissent since the mostly Shi’ite
opposition staged a failed anti-government uprising in 2011.

“Since its introduction in 2017, the Alternative Sentencing
Programme has benefited nearly 6,500 prisoners in Bahrain,) the

government communications office statement said.
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Bahrain pardons more than 1,500
In largest amnesty in years

Bahrain’s king has pardoned 1,584

people facing criminal and “riot” charges,
state media said Monday, in the largest such
mass release in the Gulf nation in years.
The announcement of the royal decree
carried by the official Bahrain News Agency
(BNA) did not specify whether political
prisoners are among those to be released,
though a rights group said it was likely.
BNA said that “this royal decree reflects
his majesty’s keenness to maintain the
cohesion and stability of the Bahraini
society, while protecting its social fabric”.
The pardons cover “those convicted
for riot and criminal cases” and were
announced as Bahrain’s King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa marks 25 years since his
ascension to the throne, BNA added.

Sayed Alwadaei, advocacy director

A 2024 Jypi

for the Britain-based Bahrain Institute
for Rights and Democracy (BIRD), said
political prisoners were probably included
in the pardon “as the term ‘riot’ refers to
those who demanded political change”.

BIRD said the latest royal decree marks
the “highest number of pardoned prisoners
since the pro-democracy uprising in 2011,”
when anti-government protests triggered a
state crackdown.

However, a government spokesman told
AFP: “There are no political prisoners in
the Kingdom of Bahrain. No one is detained
for expressing his or her peaceful political
views.

“However, the authorities have a duty
to investigate and if appropriate prosecute
individuals — as in all countries — when

conduct strays into violence or seeks to

incite violence or hatred,” the spokesman
said.

The royal decree also comes ahead of the
Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr, which marks
the end of the fasting month of Ramadan,
an occasion that often elicits prison pardons
from Gulf leaders.

Bahrain has imprisoned scores of
dissidents since the 2011 protest wave,
when authorities backed by a Saudi military
force crushed Shiite-led demonstrations
demanding a constitutional monarchy and
an elected prime minister.

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
Bahrain’s interior ministry announced
in 2020 the release of 1,486 prisoners,
including 901 who had received royal
pardons on “humanitarian grounds”.

7 oLyl Geda dudljal gyl 44203 - giigda gdan wilo



L\ —
CNBC April2024

Bahrain releases 1,584 prisoners
after pardon

.
LS

Bahrain on Monday released 1,584 prisoners, including some

serving life sentences and others convicted on charges related to
protests that occurred in 2011.

The prisoners were pardoned. Bahrain has also released
prisoners conditionally under a 2017 «alternative sentences”
law, under which prisoners who had served at least half their
sentence in jail were allowed to complete it outside via measures
including community service, rehabilitation courses and electronic
surveillance.

“Many of those released were originally convicted of violent
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crimes or public disorder offences. All Bail or related fees have been
waived,” the government communications office said in a statement.

About 65 % of those released were convicted on charges related
to riots, a government spokesperson told Reuters.

Bahrain has kept a lid on dissent since the mostly Shi’ite
opposition staged a failed anti-government uprising in 2011.

“Since its introduction in 2017, the Alternative Sentencing
Programme has benefited nearly 6,500 prisoners in Bahrain,) the

government communications office statement said.
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Bahrain on Monday released 1,584 prisoners, including some

serving life sentences and others convicted on charges related to
protests that occurred in 2011.

The prisoners were pardoned. Bahrain has also released
prisoners conditionally under a 2017 «alternative sentences”
law, under which prisoners who had served at least half their
sentence in jail were allowed to complete it outside via measures
including community service, rehabilitation courses and electronic
surveillance.

“Many of those released were originally convicted of violent
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crimes or public disorder offences. All Bail or related fees have been
waived,” the government communications office said in a statement.
About 65 % of those released were convicted on charges related
to riots, a government spokesperson told Reuters.
Bahrain has kept a lid on dissent since the mostly Shi’ite
opposition staged a failed anti-government uprising in 2011.
“Since its introduction in 2017, the Alternative Sentencing
Programme has benefited nearly 6,500 prisoners in Bahrain,) the

government communications office statement said.
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Bahrain’s king has pardoned 1,584
people facing criminal and “riot” charges,
state media said Monday, in the largest such
mass release in the Gulf nation in years.

The announcement of the royal decree
carried by the official Bahrain News Agency
(BNA) did not specify whether political
prisoners are among those to be released,
though a rights group said it was likely.

BNA said that “this royal decree reflects

his majesty’s Kkeenness to maintain the

cohesion and stability of the Bahraini
society, while protecting its social fabric”.

The pardons cover “those convicted
for riot and criminal cases,” and were
announced as Bahrain’s King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa marks 25 years since his
ascension to the throne, BNA added.

Sayed Alwadaei,

advocacy director

for the Britain-based Bahrain Institute
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for Rights and Democracy (BIRD) said
political prisoners were probably included
in the pardon “as the term ‘riot’ refers to
those who demanded political change”.

BIRD said the latest royal decree marks
the “highest number of pardoned prisoners
since the pro-democracy uprising in 2011,”
when anti-government protests triggered a
state crackdown.
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Secretary-General of the Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society

Faisal Fulad, —

The reform era of His Majesty the
King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa (King of
Forgiveness) is the era of royal pardon
was distinguished by presenting many
humanitarian initiatives that opened the
way for the convict they must reintegrate
into society as good citizens contributing to
the comprehensive development process in
the Kingdom, including the Measures and
Sanctions Initiative Alternative and open
prisons are initiatives that are unique to
Bahrain at the Gulf and Arab levels.

At the same time, he noted the directives
of His Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, to the
Council of Ministers to provide training
programs and offer job opportunities to
those subject to the royal pardon, stressing
that they must, with the comprehensive
royal pardon, work to open a new page in
their professional lives and work to serve
the nation.

Fulad added that the royal pardon
initiatives coincide with the support and
support of the national human rights
mechanisms in the Kingdom, represented
by the National Institution for Human
Rights, the Special Investigation Unit, the
Commission for the Rights of Prisoners
and Detainees, and the General Secretariat
of Grievances are all national mechanisms
It is concerned with providing all
necessary guarantees to protect the rights
of prisoners and providing them with full
care in correctional and rehabilitation
centres different.

\

J

A 2024 Jypi

3

Oluuiyl Ggda drdljal gapaull dimoa - (ghigha gdan wilo



@W!-Mu‘,lahyh \OAigsJau‘,S.hgm

saally i gadiall Jas (50 589 Lt yull Zal 3 @5 A 93 6103981 (e 5 gall t 9

PSR TS O

bl g gt PSR Ny S | pa

um.immm-ﬂ-luuwumrﬂ-d
i o il oty plena B oo it lin
Akl i e e g B kbl il ksl Tl

e s B ekl
alsgy all ey

e AR has Secbims bl 3308 < vaaloy Bagis aly
ity sy ity peaslt pbe alF aital

IE-—.-H- J:ﬁqh—ﬁu—u;—ﬂd.d—-
u-.l,,..q..u.,pm

) Laiengs S "..L.'h el L bl 1y |\u§ |...

Mmdlmwm Cliall A=l Liabe Opcss olis

ke 1% a8l et o adi

mﬂdlmwulauummuﬂnﬂqmuuu;mulh

[T R LT e I.A.-_h_h.n..-.u_l-l.l

Apailiag adeh L_,.u.__Ii ey Flen s ally
ylioll pladll i

s ke e g Lo Qo il Qs (et e al¥ ealted




1

=il
1




